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TOPIC 10:  Lagrange’s Equations 
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*The definition of “time” is ambiguous, so while technically these potentials can depend on time 
(thereby invalidating the definition of a conservative force), this equation is considered the 
conservative form of Lagrange’s equation. 
 
**Can also use if it’s inconvenient to reduce all generalized coordinates to independent 
coordinates, or to get the forces of constraint. 


